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June 16, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our bishop, His Excellency the Most Rev. Douglas Crosby, OMI has taken the courageous step of 
opening our parish churches on a limited basis for public worship. Not all dioceses will be taking 
advantage of the province’s loosening of restrictions. Indeed, many non-Catholic churches will not 
be opening until September.  

It is with an air of caution that the mandate for reopening has been given, and so, informed by that, 
we will begin to celebrate the Mass and the other sacraments at St. Augustine’s on a limited basis, 
learning as we go. I ask for your patience if we seem overly cautious. 

The office, unfortunately, will remain closed until the end of the month of June. This means 
that our administrative work will be hampered. We are hoping that the civil authorities will allow 
reopening in July. 

For Reconciliation (confession) we need to prepare an area that is not as enclosed as the current 
confessional. Signs will be posted to direct penitents to where the sacrament will be offered. This 
will not be the church itself, but in the parish centre with a waiting area where social distancing 
can be maintained. Look for signs in this area. 

As to the offering of the Mass itself, please be advised that according to provincial restrictions we 
can only have in attendance the equivalent of 30 percent of our seating capacity. St. Augustine’s 
can hold approximately 500 in our pews including those in our choir loft. The loft will be closed, 
reducing our seating to a little over 400. So, 130 will be our maximum number at each Mass, 
ushers and other ministers included. This maximum, however, is contingent on being able to seat 
all with social distancing, and that may not always be possible. For example, we can’t seat 130 
individuals spaced six feet apart. However, the usual combination of couples, families with 
children and individuals will get us close to that number. Regretfully, once full, we must turn 
people away. My expectation is that this won’t occur initially, but as we establish a routine it may 
occur. Additional Masses will then be considered. The parish does not have the administrative 
capacity to register parishioners for specific Masses.  

Entry into the church building and exiting must be done as directed by the ushers. We will 
seat people front to back on entry, and exit back to front. The floors will be marked so as to remind 
us about social distancing (many will be familiar with this from recent shopping experiences in 
large retailers). Pews for seating will also be marked to help us estimate the recommended 
6ft/2m. This is all to avoid people “bunching up” and violating the social distancing we’ve been 
advised to keep.  

For the time being, singing in the Mass will be restricted to the parts of the Mass proper, i.e. no 
hymns. We cannot put hymnals in the pews, nor distribute hymn sheets. There will be no choirs, 
but rather musicians with cantors to lead us in the parts of the Mass, the responsorial psalm, and 
to offer an opening antiphon and perhaps, other pieces during the celebration. 
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Only one lector will serve to read the scriptures and lead the universal prayer. 

Communion will be directed by our ushers. The priest alone will administer the sacrament. 
Communicants are to receive in the hand only, and in silence. If you are wearing a mask, 
unhook it from your ears (don’t pull it down), then replace it after the host is in your mouth. 

The worship space must be cleaned after each Mass. Our hope is that we can realize this within the 
time we have between Masses. Please do not leave anything behind. Missals, other written 
material, paper products of any kind, will be discarded. There is no lost and found for such items.  

Our Mass schedule from Saturday June 20 to Sunday, August 30 will be: 

Saturday, 5 p.m. (Reconciliation offered prior to Mass, from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.) 

Sunday 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

THIS SCHEDULE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT ANY TIME. If upon arrival at the 
church for a scheduled liturgy you find it closed, please look for posted notices 
of explanation. 

Volunteers to assist with the cleaning after Mass would be greatly appreciated. 
Please email the office (office@staugustinesparish.ca) if you would like to 
help. We can then organize teams of about a half dozen to do the work. 

Daily mass will continue to be private for the time being. As noted above the schedule may change, 
and that includes the possibility of adding Masses.  

There will be no bulletins distributed after mass. So, please be attentive to announcements 
following communion. Also, check the website, staugustinesparish.ca for parish news and 
information. 

I thank you all for your patience, but also for the prayers you have offered for me and my family 
through this extraordinary time. We have been touched by many expressions of concern for our 
well-being.  

God bless and keep you this day and always. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

 
Rev. Scott Whitfield, B.Journalism, M.P.Th., Th.M.  

email: pastor@staugustinesparish.ca  


