
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 MEMO TO:  ALL PARISHES 

 MEMO FROM: MR. JIM LONG, CHANCELLOR (TEMPORAL AFFAIRS) 

 DATE:   APRIL 8TH, 2021 

 RE:   STAY AT HOME ORDER 

 

 

Yesterday, Premier Doug Ford issued a province-wide declaration of emergency and a stay-at-

home order, effective as of Thursday, April 8, at 12:01 a.m. The COVID-19 Response Framework 

(colour-coded zones) is paused during this time.  Below are the areas that affect the Diocese and 

our employees. The information below is only a summary and you are encouraged to visit 

ontario.ca and your Region’s Public Health Department for additional information.    

 
STAY AT HOME ORDER 
 

This means you must stay at home. You should only go out for necessities, such as: 

 

 getting food, beverages or medication 

 going to medical appointments 

 getting vaccinated 

 supporting vulnerable community members 

 child care 

 attending school or a post-secondary institution 

 going to a bank 

 government services 

 getting outdoor exercise or walking pets 

 going to work, if you can’t do it remotely 

 

 

 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/zones-and-restrictions


EMPLOYEES OF THE DIOCESE 
 

Parishes must ensure that all employees work from home if they can.  It is up to the Parish to 

determine that the nature of the individual’s work requires attendance at the workplace.  The 

Diocese strongly recommends, if possible, that employees are allowed to work from home. 

 

If it is determined that an employee is required to work at the office all social distancing guidelines 

must be adhered to and proper PPE must be provided. 

 
RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS 

 
Under ONTARIO REGULATION 11/21, section 3 religious gatherings are allowed and residents 

of Ontario may leave their homes to attend religious gatherings. “Attending a gathering for the 

purpose of a wedding, a funeral or a religious service, rite or ceremony that is permitted under 

the Stage 1 Order or making necessary arrangements for the purpose of such a gathering”. 

 

Therefore within the Diocese, religious services, weddings and funerals are allowed but are 

restricted to: 

 

 Indoors: 15% capacity of the room. 

 Outside: the number of people that can keep two metres physical distance from each other. 

 This does not apply to receptions, which have different capacity limits. 

 Previous guidelines on cleaning and disinfecting stay in place. 

 
MEETING AND EVENT SPACES 
 

All meeting and event spaces remain closed except for limit purposes such as child care, mental 

health and addiction support services. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 
 

Jim Long 

Chancellor (Temporal Affairs) 

Diocese of Hamilton 

 

 


